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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 03674 191854Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SY-05 USSS-00 PC-05 MCT-01 OPR-02 
A-01 OC-06 CCO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-20 /099 W 

084628 191858Z/41 

PR 191815Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7557 
INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMCONSUL BARRANQUILLA 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 3674 

PANAMA FOR RSS 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: ASEC 

SUB J : BOMBING OF OFFICIAL P/C VEHICLE 

1 . AT 07:30 WEDNESDAY APRIL 19, 1978 A LOW ORDER DEVICE EXPLODED 
UNDER AN OFFICIAL P/C VEHICLE PARKED IN A SEMI-CONTOLLED APARTMENT 
HOUSE PARKING LOT IN BOGOTA. ACCORDING TO POLICE THE EXPLOSIVE 
DEVICE APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN A STICK OF DYNAMITE IN A PACKAGE 
THAT WAS PLACED UNDER THE CENTER OF THE ENGINE BLOCK OF THE 
VEHICLE. SECONDS PRIOR TO THE EXPLOSION, A LOCAL GUARD SAW 

THE PACKAGE AND PULLED IT OUT WITH AN UMBRELLA. AT THIS POINT 
THE GUARD APPARENTLY REALIZED THE DA VICE WAS GOING TO EXPLODE 
SO HE LEFT THE SCENE IMMEDIATELY. THERE WERE NO INJURIES AND 
THE VEHICLE IS REPARABLE. IT WAS NOTED THAT THE WORDS M-19 WERE 
WRITTEN IN THE DUST ON THE SIDE WINDOW OF THE VEHICLE (WEDNESDAY 
IS THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE M-19 AN URBAN 
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION). AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THERE WERE NO 
WITNESSES WHO SAW PERSON(S) PLANT THE DEVICE. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE P/C THE VEHICLE WAS USED BY AN AMERICAN STAFF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BOGOTA 03674 191854Z 

MEMBER BUT HAD BEEN LEFT IN HER APARTMENT BUILDING PARKING LOT 
FOR THE LAST TWELVE DAYS BECAUSE THE STAFF MEMBER WAS IN THE 
U.S. ON EMERGENCYRPHAOXPH ALL SECTIONS AND AGENCIES HAD 
BEEN ADVISED TO BE ALERT REGARDING POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES OF THE 
M-19 OR SYMPATHETIC EXTREMIST ELEMENTS. 

4. WE WILL KEEP DEPARTMENT ADVISED OF ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
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